Mississippian sediments seem to be absent in the subsurface of a large part of Nebraska. This condition suggests the possibility that a land bridge extended across Nebraska during Mississippian time and that there was no direct sea connection between the Mid-Continent and the northern Rocky Mountain regions during the Mississippian. It is apparent (i) that many factors should be considered in arriving at a definite conclusion; (2) that the Mississippian cannot be treated as a single unit but that special considerations must be given to the possibility that sea connections may have existed at certain times during the Mississippian and not at other times; (3) that some areas have not been explored sufficiently for positive conclusions; and (4) that the subsurface and surface evidence in states adjoining Nebraska must be considered as important parts of the picture. weathering on the pre-Cambrian surface (more than 60 feet in some places) suggests a considerable time interval, probably longer than might be expected if the pre-Cambrian had been protected by Mississippian and older Paleozoic rocks and exposed to weathering for only shorter intervals of geologic time.
The post-Kinderhook Mississippian rocks of the northern Mid-Continent area seem to preserve their lithologic in a southeast direction. Therefore, in view of all the evidence, it seems improbable that there was a post-Kinderhookian-Mississippian sea connection across Nebraska.
The He realizes that much pertinent subsurface information exists in the files of oil companies that have been engaged in regional studies, but no attempt has been made to obtain these data because much of it is confidential. He is also indebted to the authors listed in the appended bibliography for their important contributions.
